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  OUR DOCTRINE:- Generally as per The Baptist Confession 1689, Echoing the faith of the Protestant 
Reformers, (“Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, For the glory of God alone”) 

 OUR AUTHORITY:-  "Scripture alone!" Inspired by God, and preserved by God’s grace, according to His 
promises (2 Timothy 3:16, Isaiah 59:21, Psalm 12:6-7), in English, the Authorised / King James Bible 

Proverbs 22:28, “Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set” 

The Resting Place – T.H.E.  A.R.K. 
“Daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ” 

(Acts 5:42) 

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God” (Hebrews 4:9) – Christ Alone! 

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 

ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 

righteousness which is by faith.” (Hebrews 11:7) 

“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the 

days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and 

took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” (Matthew 24:37-39) 

“God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 

2:36). “Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth” (Psalm 96:10) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

……………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………… 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE  
 

HYMNS:  
HYMNS & OFFERTORY: For unto Us a Child is Born (Isaiah 9:6);  

By The Word of The Lord (Chorus 158);  
The Steps of a Good Man (Psalm 37:23-24) 

 

PRAYER:  
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:  Hebrews 7 
 

PRAYER 
 

 

SERMON: ABRAHAM, LOT & SODOM – PARABLE OF GOD’S PEOPLE IN 

THIS WORLD PT. 3 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
HYMN: Nearer My God to Thee (Hymn 400) 

 

…………………………….………..……………..…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Audio/Video Sermons: 

www.mewe.com/i/trevorsullivan 

look under GROUPS, then SERMONS & BIBLES STUDIES – TWS 
 

Live stream videos on YouTube: 
Trevor Sullivan – NanangoCFC 

……………………………………………………...………………………………………………...…………...………. 
SERMON NOTES: THE LORD’S DAY 31ST

 DECEMBER 2023 

ABRAHAM, LOT, & SODOM: A PARABLE OF GOD’S PEOPLE IN THIS 

WORLD – PT. 3 ABRAHAM IS A TYPE OF THE LORD 
Scripture Readings: Genesis 14-19, Hebrews 6-7, Luke 17:26-30. 

 

FIRSTLY, ABRAHAM DEFENDS SODOM FOR LOT’S SAKE – AS THE LORD DEFENDS 

NATIONS FOR HIS CHURCH’S SAKE:  Genesis 14:1-3 

 

SECONDLY, ABRAHAM IS A TYPE OF GOD THE FATHER – AS MELCHIZEDEK IS A 

TYPE OF CHRIST: Genesis 14:18-20 

MELCHIZEDEK IS NOT CHRIST HIMSELF, BUT A TYPE OF CHRIST: Hebrews 6-7 

MELCHIZEDEK, AS A TYPE OF CHRIST, WHO WAS YET TO COME, WAS GIVEN 

SIMILAR NAMES! 

PAUL EXPLAINS CLEARLY, THAT THE GENEALOGY OF MELCHIZEDEK WAS NOT 

AMONG THE LEVITES (that is what is meant by Hebrews 7:3) 

 

THIRDLY, THE LORD HIMSELF DEFENDS HIS CHURCH, (THOUGH HE DOES 

PROVIDE CHAMPIONS AS HIS INSTRUMENTS): 

Abraham defended Lot, but also the whole city of Sodom, where Lot dwelt! 
 

Oliver Cromwell was a similar champion of liberty in the 17th Century: 

Cromwell led England in the Puritan Era. 
 

Modern leaders, not so much:  

Donald Trump is a great champion of liberty and of Christians today, but he 

doesn’t have the same degree of grounding on Scripture as Cromwell. 

Diplomacy has its limits & men are not perfect: 

Joh Bjelke-Petersen, despite his critics, was the only Christian stateman of the 

latter 20th century in Australia. 

 

Remember, all this story is part of the story of Abraham, whom the Lord chose 

as His great example of faith. 
 

http://www.mewe.com/i/trevorsullivan


Teaching the Human, & Eternal,      Ascended, & Reigning King – The  Resting  Place 
For Christ & Against Antichrist 

3…Weekly Bulletin: Nanango Christian Faith Centre Inc, PO Box 297, Nanango Qld 4615 – 31/12/2023 
 

ABRAHAM’S FAITHFULNESS SAW THE CONFIRMATION & FRUITION OF GOD’S 

PROMISES & A SPECIAL VISITATION OF THE LORD HIMSELF: Genesis 18 

The Lord Appeared to Abraham: 

The Lord Confirmed His Promise to Abraham of a Son – Isaac: 

The Lord Revealed to Abraham His Concern Over Sodom: 

Abraham Intercedes for Sodom: 

The Angels Came to Sodom: Genesis 19 

Remember, there were three at the beginning. Then it is recorded that the Lord 

spoke to Abraham (Genesis 18:1-2). 

 

FOURTHLY, SODOM IS A PARABLE OF THIS WORLD: IT WILL CERTAINLY BE 

JUDGED, JUST AS SODOM WAS: Luke 17:26-30 

 

 
 

THIS IS THE RESULT OF 

CHRISTIANS' THINK-

ING GOD ISN'T IN-

VOLVED IN POLITICS 

(Why? Because they 

don’t believe God is 

Almighty, & rules all 

creation!). 

THE DEVIL MAJORS 

ON POLITICS WHILE 

THE CHURCH SLEEPS, 

& THE NATION SLEEP-

WALKS INTO OBLIV-

ION.  T.W.S. 
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THE PHARMACEUTICAL & MEDICAL INDUS-

TRIES ARE BUILT ON THE 'THEORY OF EVOLU-

TION', WHICH IS A LIE. AND INEVITABLY, THE 

RESULTS ARE CATASTROPHIC! 

IF THEY ADMITTED THIS, A MIGHTY COLLAPSE 

WOULD OCCUR (ALL ECONOMICAL OF 

COURSE), BUT HEALTH WOULD IMPROVE. 

ALL PROFESSIONALS PROTECT THEIR PRO-

FESSION (including preachers & theologians)! Mutations are not evolution! 

IT REALLY IS ALL ABOUT THE MONEY (BUT EQUALLY ABOUT PRIDE & DISHONESTY). TWS 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

PARLIAMENTARIANS & COUNCILLORS 

MUST TAKE AN OATH OR AFFIRMATION 

OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE CROWN, A 

PROTESTANT ENTITY, BASED ON THE 

AUTHORIZED KING JAMES BIBLE. 

Don't let them lie to you by pre-

tending it doesn't exist. THEY 

KNOW. And IF they don't, 

they are, at least, not fit for office, 

and very likely, far worse, deliberate infiltrators. It is our duty to challenge them.  TWS 

 
 
 
Don’t let the liars go on 
unchallenged! 
Expose them!     TWS. 
 
 
 

 

I SENT THE ABOVE POST TO THE 

GROUP, BUT IT WASN’T PUBLISHED. I 

WONDER WHY? Well, at least the ad-
mins know where they stand now. 
They are hypocrites – BECAUSE OB-
VIOUSLY, Christians are as much 
part of ‘Nanango Town’ as anybody 
else, even more so, because Christ is 
our national Foundation.     TWS. 
 



Teaching the Human, & Eternal,      Ascended, & Reigning King – The  Resting  Place 
For Christ & Against Antichrist 

5…Weekly Bulletin: Nanango Christian Faith Centre Inc, PO Box 297, Nanango Qld 4615 – 31/12/2023 
 

A NOT-SO-TALKED-ABOUT 

FACT OF THE BABY JESUS:  

MATTHEW 2:19-20,  

19 But when Herod was 

dead, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeareth in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt, 

20 Saying, Arise, and take the 

young child and his mother, 

and go into the land of Israel: 

for they are dead which 

sought the young child’s life. 
…………………………………… 
 

Epoch Times news headlines:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Puritan Christmas under Cromwell 
It is a common myth that Cromwell personally abolished Christmas. During the 
Interregnum, a deeply religious Parliament voted to abolish the ‘popish’ celebration 
of Christmas… 
Jessica Brain 
 

The Interregnum, the word used to describe the period marking the republican 
government of England was an eventful and momentous time to be alive but what do 
we know about what life was really like during this time? 
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The period began with the execution of Charles I in January 1649, ushering in a 
Commonwealth period in English politics with Oliver Cromwell at the helm. 
The English Civil War had divided communities between those who supported 
traditional monarchy and those who supported the parliamentarians. In the end, 
Cromwell and his forces managed to suppress any last ditch efforts to overthrow the 
growing tide of republican support and Charles I’s son was subsequently forced into 
exile on the continent. 

English Civil War 

The eleven years that followed would mark the 
beginning of not only a political experiment which 
embraced republicanism and shunned traditional 
English forms of governance, but also, a social, cultural 
and religious experiment which recalibrated 
expectations and reinforced Puritan values. The result 
of which would have enormous ramifications on some of 

our best loved traditions, none more so than the celebration of Christmas! 
With the advent of parliamentary victory in the English Civil War, the catharsis 
that was achieved following such a win was the enforcement of more Puritan 
dominated views which emphasised the value of living a simple life free from the 
indulgence associated with Charles I’s reign. As part of this newly advocated 
lifestyle, dates on the social and cultural calendar of medieval England were 
suppressed as Christmas and Easter were first on the list for a Puritanical purge. 
In medieval England Christmas had been an important part of the year, much like 
it is today! 
The combination of religious observance, the attendance of Church and traditions 
of decoration within the home were all part and parcel of the festivities. 25th 
December was a holy day in which the birth of Jesus was commemorated and as such, 
celebrations would last until the 5th January with the Twelfth Night marking the 
coming of the Epiphany. 
Christmas was a time of the year where merriment and celebrations brought 
communities together in church services, tavern knees-ups and big family and friend 
celebrations. The home was adorned with traditional decorations consisting of holly, 
ivy and mistletoe and festive food for those who could afford it included favourites 
such as turkey, mince pies and yummy puddings. 

 
A selection of Christmas food  

 

Whilst the level of celebrations varied depending on your 
budget, Christmas Day was a public holiday whereby, 
whether you lived in an isolated village community or in the 
centre of the hustle and bustle of London, special food and 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/King-Charles-I/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Oliver-Cromwell/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Origins-of-the-English-Civil-War/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/A-Medieval-Christmas/
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drink, merriment and gatherings unrestricted by usual rules for the rest of the year 
were the order of the day. 
Whilst businesses closed early, communal festive celebrations might include the 
precursor to the modern pantomime, staged to entertain the family. Moreover, in an 
ambiance of medieval jubilance, singing was high on the agenda. Unfortunately, in 
the Interregnum period, all this was about to come to an end. 
The austerity propagated during this period was in direct contrast to the 
indulgences associated with the festive time of year. Not only were Christmas and 
Easter in the firing line, but also a range of other cultural aspects of medieval 
society including theatre. A new era of social interaction was being hastily 
introduced with the celebration of Christmas on the 25th December banned. 
Such a direct attack on the religious holiday had been brewing for some time; even 
before the outbreak of the Civil War, the Long Parliament had begun to chip away 
at the festive celebrations. By the time Charles I was overthrown, the dominance of 
certain values made way for draconian religious legislation. 
The new parliamentary platform created during this period gave a stronger voice to 
strict Puritans who wanted to enforce their ideals through the legal network. There 
had already been a growing discontent about the perceived frivolousness of 
celebrations and the way in which this religious festival was being celebrated long 
before the Interregnum. 

A Puritan family at dinner, woodcut, 17th century 

 

One such figure who had strong views on this 
matter included the pamphleteer Philip 
Stubbs who produced “The Anatomie of 
Abuses” which castigated many established 
cultural traditions such as theatre, fashion and 
the consumption of alcohol. For those like 
Stubbs, the introduction of a new Directory 

for Public Worship in January 1645 was well-received as a framework for introducing 
strict religious observance based on Puritanical values. 
Christmas Day was thus forbidden, alongside the prohibition of everything that came 
with it, including the yuletide joy of singing. For the Commonwealth, the 
roots of celebrating Christmas were linked to “popish” origins with 
Roman Catholicism still viewed with a keen sense of resentment, 
bitterness and paranoia at the time.  
Catholicism and all aspects of idolatry associated with the faith were 
viewed with suspicion and the Puritans within parliament argued 
strongly in favour of the abolition of such festivities which had been 
fashioned by several centuries of Catholic tradition. 

https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Pantomime/
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In 1644, these strict ideas were put into practice by an Act of Parliament which 
banned the festivities and then three years later, the Long Parliament went 
further in confirming the abolition of the Christmas Feast. Meanwhile, the 
tradition of singing at Christmas was now viewed as more of a political act than as a 
form of celebration. 
Whilst strict adherence to these laws was expected, it did not prove enough to 
suppress the festivities of men and women across the country. They would not be 
silenced by this religious diktat, rather they were forced to carry out their 
celebrations in a clandestine manner, marked by secret singing and services. Carol 
singing whilst legally silenced still echoed underground, such was the will and desire 
to observe centuries of happy tradition. 
By 1656 even stricter measures were introduced to curb 
the flouting of rules, even going so far as to have soldiers 
patrolling the streets of London to ensure no-one was 
buying food traditionally associated with the Christmas 
feast. Whilst Sunday was seen as a holy day, Christmas by 
contrast was supposed to function much like any other, 
with shops and marketplaces being told to remain open. 
Much legislation was passed during the 
Interregnum as a means to encourage the general 
public to fall in line with Puritan ideals and reject 
traditions which were steeped in Catholic forms of 
worship and religious observance. Through draconian 
measures of enforced austerity, the abolition of singing, feasts and nativities 
continued until the Restoration of 1660. 
With all forms of celebration associated with Christmas banned, this Puritan 
inspired prohibition did not win the popular vote of the general public and incited 
pro-Christmas riots and blatant flouting of the rules leading to confrontations in a 

number of cities including Canterbury, London and Norwich. 
Oliver Cromwell 

Cromwell, the figure most synonymous with this period, was in 
power for much of the time these values were forced on the 
public. Whilst such strict cultural legislation is often directly 
associated with him personally, it was not in fact he who had 
initiated the ban, rather the Commonwealth parliament which 
had seen fit to invoke such widespread prohibition. If anything, 
Cromwell proved to be somewhat of a moderate force when it 
came to the abolition of Christmas; nevertheless, in his role as 

Lord Protector from 1653 onwards, he presided over these measures which actively 
tried to alter the cultural and social interactions of the public. 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Canterbury/


Teaching the Human, & Eternal,      Ascended, & Reigning King – The  Resting  Place 
For Christ & Against Antichrist 

9…Weekly Bulletin: Nanango Christian Faith Centre Inc, PO Box 297, Nanango Qld 4615 – 31/12/2023 
 

Despite the best efforts of the Puritanical elements of the republic, the will of the 
English people to celebrate could not be suppressed and by 1660, with the future 
of the Commonwealth looking more fragile by the second, these austere values no 
longer found a place in English society. 
The severity of the period was now void and Christmas once more triumphed in the 
face of suppression. Celebration could now be observed freely and Christmas carols, 
many of which we continue to sing today were sung with glee. 
This was not only a triumph for Christmas and all the festive joy it brings, but also a 
triumph for celebration, culture, tradition and community. 
Christmas was back for good!!!! 
Jessica Brain is a freelance writer specialising in history. Based in Kent and a lover of 
all things historical.  Published: 28th November 2020 
 

This article was obviously written by an unbeliever, yet much truth is contained 

in it. The author’s glossing over of “Catholic tradition” & “idolatry” as if it is 

nothing at all, and her scathing words directed at Puritans, and not so subtle 

manipulation of the facts (For the Commonwealth, the roots of celebrating 
Christmas were linked to “popish” origins with Roman Catholicism still 
viewed with a keen sense of resentment, bitterness and paranoia at the time.) 
give away the corrupt, anti-Christian state of her heart. In other parts of her 

article she literally ADMITS that these things WERE Popish in origin!  T.W.S. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

THE BRITISH FOUNDED 

CHRISTIAN (PROTESTANT) 

COLONIES ON THIS 

CONTINENT, which was, at 

the time (1788) inhabited by 

heathen tribes, who worshipped the Devil in various forms (the Rainbow 

Serpent, killings, sexual perversion, cannabalism etc.). 

By God’s grace, let us remember and defend Australia Day, 26th 

January, every year – it is a spiritual milestone for this nation and 

continent, which must not be forgotten, or sullied by lies and 

propaganda! 

Let us pray for an open door to supply T.B.S.’s commemorative Bibles to 

the local high school – a precious momento for each student, of where 

he/she came from, and what the faith of our founding fathers consisted of! 

Let us pray for the blessing of Almighty God on His Words!    T.W.S. 
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It is good to go back to Scripture, (and even the English Dictionary), 
in order to keep things in perspective, especially when the Pagan 
Festivals are thrust upon us ad nauseam, every year. 
You might find this little poster (below) helpful to hand out to 
friends & loved ones, as the opportunity arises.                     T.W.S. 
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